 seé it as anice, attract
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buryport,

this might he condos today.”

Alan French climbed the roc:‘(% path, r:'a:lt‘ ltlna‘:]:sotil:;
wergreens on the steep slope of Prospec » AN - u
:]‘::l‘ri;']l(:::id:: in Rowley that commands sweeping around Bosto
;ziews of the Atkantic Ocean and Plum Island in New-

“Phis is 2 suecess story,” said the ih-yoar-old An-

dover resident as he looked below at, the 80-:1(:1:(: prop-
Va1 0

erty. “If it hadw’t been for the Bay Circuit Trail . ..

From the sandy shores of Bay Farm in Kingston

ails in Walpole, Sher-
i ter, over wooded tra :
E;::g?ﬁlford, and Boxford anc.l acf'é);?r bitl)z:';lgvg:;se::
' in Andover, the Bay Circuit Tra :
fv:;ms:akm neross 200 miles of suburban tertain

If the entire trail is ready by 2000 as ;?lanned, it
would connect peaceful marshes to bustling urbzfn
centers Lo virgin foresls Lo spectacular beaclies in
more than 30 communities,

“It’s an incredible thing. You could walk from the
North Shore to the South Shore,” said Peter Forbes,
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vice president anc regional dircetor
of the Trust for Publie Lands, a pri-
vate, national organization, and 3
Bay Circuit supporter.

About 140 miles of trails and
open space have already been
marked and open to the public, most
of it through state parks ‘and local
conservation trails,

There are about 60 miles of sig-
nificant gaps remaining, in Ipswich,
Hamilton, Rowley, Lowell, Tewks.
bury, Billerica, Chelmsford. Con-
cord, Carligle, Sudbury, Southboy-
ough, Medfield, Sharon, Easton,

est Bridgewater, East
Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanson, Pem.
broke, and Kingston,

here is only one similay trail:

the Bay Area Ridge Trail, 4 400-mile
path along Sap Francisco Bay that is
half completed, “That has been one
of our cousins,” said Charles Tracy,
Massachusots director of rive and
Lrails for the National Park Service
and another Bay Cireuit Supporter,

If completed, the Bay Cireuit
would be a continuous Passage
through natural Settings. In Fram.
ingham, for example, it would lead
hikers from the harried corridors of
Route 9 ang the Massachusetts

Turnpike to tranquil Callahan State
Park,

The land along some rail lines
could become bike ang walking paths
on the Bay Cireuit in Ipswich, Row-
ley, Newburyport, Billerica, Lowell,
Chelmsl’m‘d. Westford, Carlisle, Ae-
Lon, Andover, Tewksbury, Wayland,
Sudbury, Easton, apg the
Bridgewaters,

A pathway of qulet

Al along the trail there is respile
from traffic and noise, In Ashland,
walk down busy Pond Road, away
from the Poyg Plaza shopping mall,
the trail leads to a small entrance be.-
tween a road barrier,

There, the trail heads downhil)
beside imposing bireh trees and g
carpet of ferns. An archway of Con-
cord grapes stretches over the path,
andblack-eyed Susans grow wild

gradually, replaced by the calls of
birds and the rustle of squirrels in
the underbrugh,

Freneh, chairman of the Bay Cir-
cuit Alliance, envisions a gentle path
that would not need much prepara-
tion or maps to navigate, Byt he says
the trail wij) need more consislen|,
markers go it js easier to follow,

“Our goal is to have a network of
trails that People can do op their
own,” said French, under whose
lcadership the all-volunteer Alliance
is trving to elose the mone in sy

Ut 1984, when the state De
of Environmenty Management gave

trail, working with local committees
and state environmentg) agencies.

“We haven't achieved that in |
aspects,” said Fronch, who in 1994
walked the tiail in an unusually fast
12 days, camping along the wily,

Advocates are struggling to win
recognition for the Bay Circuit Tyaj,

' Many people do not know what it is

r that it is located close to theiy
neighborhoods,

leaves begin changing, tem.

" peratures drop, and bugs retreat for
= winter, French believes this. is the
“ optimal season to take in the traj).

“The fall is Just Borgeous,” he sajd.

Trouble Spots along the way .

The Bay Cireuit was conceived jn
the 1930s ag in outer Emera)qg

. Necklace, mirroring the ereseent of
"~ parkland in Boston ang linking open

. Spaces by a seenje road and footpath,

ere wasn't mych Progress up-
partment

25 million for Bay Cireujt land ge.

quisition ang Munieipaj planning
& Brants so towng could update their
¢ open space plang include Bay Ciy-
- cuit trails ang Rreenways,

-

1,1997

bike, amd rollerblade off roads.

bt Valley Trails Coalition

< around Boston



The Bay Cireuit Alliance was
formed in 1990, a private, nonprofit
group with the goal of completing
the trail by 2000. The alliance shifted
the focus from roads toward trails
and preenways, and it ayrrressively
pursned Ll purehases and nepeol i
aled aygreements with privitte basd-
owners {or rights of way or contracts
with the state or private lund trusts
to include land in the Bay Circuit.

Larry Eliot is son of the late
Charles Eliot II, one of the original
Bay Circuit visionaries and director
of the Natiomad Resonrees Planning
Board, o federally funded spreney un-
doer President Franklin Roosevelt,
and the Trustees of Reservations.

Eliot said his father would not
necessarily be pleased with the trail
as it is evolving today. “He would be
sitying, ‘It shouldn’t be a trail. 1t
should be a green space,”” said the
younger Eliot,

He is carrying on his father's
work by trying to persuade his
neighbors on Argilla Yoad in Ips-

wich to allow the trail to cross their

property at the heginning of the
trail, The alliance also needs to raise
an unspecified amount of money to
build boardwalks across the marshes
in Ipswich,

French is trying to konor
Charles Eliot’s vision of protecting
open space. French estimates that
about 70 pereent of the cireuit is
green space, with Prospeet Hill be-
ing one of the jewels in the circuit's
crown. By getting public and private
agencies to aequire the hill in 1995,
the allianee protected threntoned
opea space ad linked Rowley sl
Lowell with off-rosd Leails,

In Tewksbury and Medfield,
French and local trail supporters are
negotiating with officinls to allow
part of the trail to be routed through
state hospital land.

State Representative James R.
Miceli, a Wilimington Demaerat, is
oplimistic that Che teail will be ready
in Tewhsbury by next year, ]
haven't heard any opposition,” said
Miceli, who has filed several bills
during his 20 years in the Legisla-
ture to protect the 900 acres of farm-
Lnd around Tewkshury State Hospi-
Ll for conservation and reercation,

French and other Bay Circuit
supporters are also negotiating with
cranberry growers on the South
Shore who worry that trekkers could

damage their crops. They are also
concerned about liability and dan-
gers to trekkers from pesticides
growers spray in carly summer. The
proposed section of trail would eross
bogs owned by 12 growers.

Jack Angley - the outgoing
president of the Cape Cod Cranber-
ry Growers Association, which re-
presents 500 farmers - believes that
such issues can be dealt with and
siys that farmers could benefit from
having hikers learn about the cran-
berry business.

“Maybe there is more good to be
gained from this than bad,” Angley
suid. “I see it as a very positive
program. We are one of the few
groups that save open space, so I see
the Bay Circuit Alliance as potential
allies on that. There is some common
ground.”

One of the more troublesome
problems facing completion of the
trail are the rail lines - some active,
some abandoned.,

The Massachusells Bay Trans-

portation Authorily is reconnecting
commuter railways from Ipswich to
Newburyport. The Bay Circuit Alli-
ance asked the authority to build
about $5 million in walking and bike
trail bridges across the Rowley and
Jarker rivers and adjacent to three
miles of railroad. The request was
refused because of safety and liabil-
ity concerns, so the alliance is look-
ing into building its own bridges.

“In other parts of the country,
there are trails with rails,” said state
Senator Bruee . Tarr (R-Glouces-

ter), who is working with Lhe alliance

Lo find some compromise.

In the Metrimack Valley, there
has been a longstanding effort to
ereate the Bruce Freeman Bikepath
along an abandoned 11-mile rail line
in Lowell, Chelmslord, Westford,
and Acton. The path is named for a
late Chelmslord legislator.

“It's a beautiful corridor,” said
Jane Keirstead, a member of the
Nashoba Valley Trails Coalition,
which is working to create the trail,
possibly by next year. “I see it as a
nice, attractive place to walk, bike,
and rolferblade of roads.”

Protectors of the trail

As the Bay Circuit crosses pas-
tures, woodlands, marshes, and
roadways, several local caretakers
have come along to groom, prunc
and mark it.

Since 1992, Dick Watkins, 73, of
Danvers, has walked, cleared, and
marked many sections of the Bay
Circuit from Newbury to Kingston.

Despite having had a heart at-
tack and bypass surgery, Watkins
gots ont on the trail as much as he
can, while his wife Ginny waits for
him in the car.

In Sherborn, Arthur Schnure
walks the trail weekly, particularly
through Rocky Narrows Reserva-
tion, a 220 acre sanctuary that over-
looks the Charles River and Med-
field.

“Walking by yourself is the best
way to see and hear everything,”
said Schnure, who has worked to
close the graps in Ashland, Walpole,
Medfield, and East Bridgewater.

In Kingston, Pine DuBois
stepped in to save Bay Farm before
bulldozers started working the land
for seven house lots in 1987,

With help from the Trust for
Public Lands and the state Depart-
ment of Environmental, Manage-
ment in 1990, the Bay Farm land
overlooking Kingston Bay and the
Duxbury Coust was bought and now
serves as the Bay Circuit's South
Shore terminus,

“The Bay Cireuit Trail - as great
an idea as it is - is still not that well
known,” DuBois said. “People are
generally very interested in finding
oul where open spaces are, and with
the incredible development down
here, people will want to know
more,”

Tom Hoetly beeame interested in
the Ll when he found it traversed
Hewlett Packard’s property in An-
dover, where he worked before his
retirement. His hobby row is to map
severul sections of the trail,

Even charting trails under power
lines and across capped landfills
waonld suffice in areas where not
mueh conservation land is left, Horth
suidd while walking the trail near
Fawn Luke in Bedford. “In this
overcrowded world, you have to take
space where you can.

“One of the things reatly fighting
the Bay Circuit is development,” he
saicd. “ILis just going like mad. Iy
erything is getting built up. If we
don't hurry up and get the Bay Cir-
cuit Trail done, there won't be any
land left” o
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Ci Trail has only three
ite r, and Duxhury that are

the ¢ :

ng compﬁ%f m?hﬂp't% 5000 as planned several proposals
must. be approved in order for more crossings to go through
Sharon, Easton, West Bndgewaber, East Bridgewater, Hanson,
Pembroke, and Kingston. =~ .

< Among the potential Jewels on.the trml could be Moose Hill,
Massachusetts Audubon Society’s sanctuary, which offers
sweeping vmws of Sharon and Walpole from what would be the
second highest point on the circuit.

® Another beautiful [passage could be along a 4.6-mile streteh
of the farmer Massachusetts. ‘Bay Transportation Authority rail -
line between Easton and Weat Bﬁdgewaber and off Route 106 in
Baston.
i 1 oertainly a place we‘ve had our eye on,” said Alan

g hlmin i Bay et Allaee, - -
The trall woiild P & gylF chirse piid phstoral stretches of
< *farmland . Theulternatives would b&'to cross a bog-and several
wetlands if the MBTA decides to reactivale the rail line in the
future, French said. ‘
L Having picnic hmghee along the Bay Circuit Trail is a real
. trést, and i West Biridgetedter’s War Memorial Park ever

: 4 '&tt‘éilltwiﬂbeamceplacetostop
den bridges with: benches overloolong

.....

Along the Satié et s i e
Bay Cii{:mtfl‘ralijq’glreeendg ’(ﬁpened to the pubhc. Off Route
106 in'East: Bridgewatet

;.6 ﬁrst.stretchesoﬂandto |
XAl ileQO itisanimportant.
view of ngsbon Bay and the

J will be celebrahng a fall foliage fiesta
at the‘farm?s gouthetn end |8 Diskbury on.Oct. 19 at 1 p.m. The
public is inviwd to attené and learn more about t.he tranl. '
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For more mfonnahon or du'echon to local trails, here are
some contacts:

The Bay Circuit Allmnco Headquarters in Andover: Alan-
French, (978); 470-1982,‘ or}d Wide Web address: https/ ~ ==,
W\vw.sewecomilaycimui R Y+
, lri

(781)932,253 o
EastBndgewater.Jeﬁ’Luttazi, (508) S78.9431.
Kingston: Robert Mulliken, (781) 685-2748.

pembroke:smnnemiah (181Y826:1268T.: . o

',_auonD ﬁﬁmﬂent. (508)660-7855 3
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